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Agenda

1. Why the SAS data step debugger
2. What's old is new again - EG vs Data step debugger
3. Debugger Commands
4. Demo
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1. Why the Datastep debugger

for novices…
• Learn flow of control in data 

step
• Helps manipulate variables
• Helps fix bugs

and for everyone…
• Spot Syntax, data, logical 

errors
• No more put statements 

or poring over the log
• No more staring at pages 

of code & thinking very 
very hard :)
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1. Why the Datastep debugger
for everyone
• Understand legacy code
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2. What's old is new again-DM vs EG debugger
• Initializing the debugger
• Controlling ProgramExecution
• Suspending Program Execution
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Initializing the debugger

Base SAS
• Add / DEBUG option to DATA

step

SAS Enterprise Guide
• Highlight DATA step regions
• Injects LDEBUGoption

2. What's old is new again-DM vs EG debugger
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• Compile the step
• Display debuggerwindow
• Pauseexecution

What's old

Is new again

Initializing the debugger
2. What's old is new again-DM vs EG debugger
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3. Debugger Commands
Command Action

Step       F10 • Execute one statement in DATA step (bydefault)
• Return control to theuser

Jump • Move execution to specified location
• Does not execute intervening statements
• Return Control ToUser

Go           F5 • Execute until breakpoint, watch variable changes, or 
DATA stepcomplete

Break F9 • Suspends execution at specified statement
• Only suspends when that line is about to beexecuted

Watch • Suspends execution when value of a variable changes
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4. Handy links and thank you …

• Using the data step debugger in SAS Enterprise Guide
• Step through your data step
• The data step debugger

EMAIL Charu.Shankar@sas.com

SAS BLOG http://blogs.sas.com/content/sastraining/author/charushankar/

TWITTER CharuYogaCan

LINKEDIN https://ca.linkedin.com/in/charushankar

https://blogs.sas.com/content/sasdummy/2016/11/30/data-step-debugger-sas-eg/
https://www.sas.com/content/dam/SAS/support/en/technical-papers/SAS0447-2017.pdf
https://www.lexjansen.com/pnwsug/1997/PNWSUG97016.pdf
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