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Tips from the Committee 
Bill Gibson, 
Chief Technology Officer, SAS ANZ 
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10 tips for organizing your SAS Enterprise 
Guide projects (Search “SAS dummy 10 tips guide”) 
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10 tips for organizing your SAS Enterprise 
Guide projects (Search “SAS dummy 10 tips guide”) 

 1. Arrange process flows (when you have multiple flows in a project) 
in the order that you expect to run them 

2. Assign concise, meaningful names to each of your process flows. 

3. Don't make the flows too big – if a flow gets really long, see if it 
makes sense to break it up into multiple flows 

4. Use Note objects, and link them to the nodes they describe 

5. Rename tasks, queries, programs & 6. default output data sets 
 using descriptive (but concise) names 

7. Turn on Auto Arrange for a good first pass at layout, then turn it off 
for manual refinements 

8. Change the background color of process flows to make them 
distinct 

9. Configure the first process flow to run automatically ("autoexec") 

10. Remember: a project is like a recipe. 
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Annelies Tjetjep’s Enterprise Guide Tip 

 Specify code to run whenever EG connects to your 
server 

 Like an Autoexec 
in Display Manager 
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What is the Higher Level Importance of these 
Tips 
1. There are some great online resources, including SAS 

Community.org, BLOGS and Forums 

2. Your organisation should have a set of standards and 
guidelines for your SAS User Community 
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Understanding your environment with the 
very valuable value option in proc options 
 proc options  value option=rsasuser; run; 

 

SAS (r) Proprietary Software Release 

9.3  TS1M0 

  

Option Value Information For SAS Option 

RSASUSER 

    Value: RSASUSER 

    Scope: SAS Session 

    How option value set: Config File 

    Config file name: 

           C:\SAS\Config\Lev1\SASApp\sasv9.cfg 

  

 

Enterprise Guide Session 

SAS (r) Proprietary Software Release 

9.3  TS1M0 

  

Option Value Information For SAS Option 

RSASUSER 

    Value: NORSASUSER 

    Scope: Default 

    How option value set: Shipped Default 

 

Foundation SAS 
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A Geeky Coding Tip: 
 New PROC Format Features 

proc fcmp outlib=work.functions.centlib; 

 

   function readcents(num) ; 

      return(round(num*100,1)); 

   endsub; 

run; 

options cmplib=(work.functions); 

 

proc format;  

   invalue cents  

         other=[readcents()]; 

 

     picture centf  

low -<0="000,000,000.99" (prefix='-$' mult=1 ) 

0-high="000,000,000.99" (prefix='$' mult=1 ); 

run; 

External Data 

Stored in dollars.cents 

SAS Data 

Stored in cents 

Report 

Values displayed as  

Dollars.cents 
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A Geeky Coding Tip: 
 New PROC Format Features 

 

/* Use the format in a SAS program.  */ 

data dollars ; 

      input @1 CentVal cents8.2 

            @1 DollarVal; 

      CopyCents=centval; 

      datalines; 

12.10 

-12.12 

; 

proc print data=dollars; 

format centval centf.; 

run; 

Obs CentVal DollarVal CopyCents 

1 $12.10 12.10 1210 

2 -$12.12 -12.12 -1212 
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Summary – Coding Tips  

 Proc FCMP to roll your own functions 

 Proc FORMAT with embedded functions 

 Proc FORMAT with PICTURE Formats  

 Note new options for dates etc in 9.3 as well (%z, %Z, %n, %s) 
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Connect with us 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/SASAustNZ  
 
 

 Twitter: www.twitter.com/sas_anz  
 
 

 YouTube: www.youtube.com/SASAsiaPacific  
 
 

 Blog: blogs.sas.com/content/anz  
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