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Some ways to use Macros in EG 
 Using Macros in code 

 Automatic macro variables available to your EG session 

 Macros disguised as Prompts 

 Using %syslast 

 Using the Autoexec flow in your projects 
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What is a Macro Variable? 
 In a nutshell: text substitution 

 Once a macro variable is defined and given a value, ‘&’ 
is used to resolve the macro variable; it will replace the 
macro variable with the corresponding value stored in 
the macro processor 

 We define a macro variable called Rundate and give it a 
value 

 Call symput (‘rundate’, put(today(), date9.)) <- 15Sep2011 

 Wherever  we see a &Rundate., SAS replaces it with 
15Sep2011 

 



Most common use of Macros in 
EG: Prompts 
 Prompts allow you to take input from a user and then 

store the value of that input in macro variables 

 These macro variables can then be used throughout 
your project 



Automatic Macro Variables  
 Your EG session will generate some useful automatic 

macro variables  

 These include: 

 GLOBAL _CLIENTUSERID 'rdhillon‘ 

 GLOBAL _CLIENTAPP 'SAS Enterprise Guide' 

 GLOBAL _CLIENTUSERNAME ‘RupinderDhillon' 

 GLOBAL _CLIENTTASKLABEL 'Monthly Shoes Report' 

 GLOBAL _CLIENTPROJECTNAME 'Monthly Shoes 
Report.egp' 



Automatic Macro Variables - How 
can these be used? 
   

 

 

Customizing your output in code or in your tasks 
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Debugging your multi step Projects – using %put. 
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Building in Auditing and Controls 



Automatic Macro Variables 
 Others include: 

 GLOBAL _CLIENTUSERID 'rdhillon‘ 
 GLOBAL _SASHOSTNAME ‘local' 
 GLOBAL _CLIENTAPP 'SAS Enterprise Guide' 
 GLOBAL _CLIENTUSERNAME ‘RupinderDhillon' 
 GLOBAL _CLIENTPROJECTPATH 

'C:\Users\rdhillon\Desktop\Monthly Shoes Report.egp' 
 GLOBAL _SASPROGRAMFILE  
 GLOBAL _CLIENTTASKLABEL 'Monthly Shoes Report' 
 GLOBAL _SASSERVERNAME ‘Local' 
 GLOBAL _CLIENTPROJECTNAME 'Monthly Shoes 

Report.egp‘ 

 Check out all your macro variables with %put _all_; 
 



Handy Trick with &syslast 
 &syslast automatically stores the last dataset that you 

processed 

 You can override what dataset name is stored in 
&syslast using links 

 

 



Using Autoexec with Macros 
    When you include a flow called Autoexec in your 

project, it will run automatically whenever your 
project is opened.  You can use this to initiate macro 
variables that you can use throughout your Project. 

    Set things like: 

 Reporting Dates 

 Report Titles 

 Segments  

 Or specify your autocall macro library location 

 



Using Autoexec with Macros 



Using Autoexec with Macros 



Using Autoexec with Macros 

Select to bypass the 
prompt 



Enhance your projects; Get to 
know the basics 

-SAS Macros for Beginners; http://www2.sas.com/proceedings/sugi29/243-
29.pdf 
-SAS Macro Variables and Simple Macro programs; 
http://www2.sas.com/proceedings/sugi30/130-30.pdf 
- The SAS Dummy - http://blogs.sas.com/content/sasdummy/tag/sas-
enterprise-guide/ 
-  SAS Canada Community - http://sascanada.ning.com/ 
 

Contact Me:  rupinder@dhillonconsulting.com 
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