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a program written by last year’s SAS-L MVP (datanull)
who feels that most of the credit should go to Microsoft’s Scripting Guys

(http://www.microsoft.com/technet/scriptcenter/sgwho.mspx)
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Suppose you have data in an Excel workbook

data wont_work;
set sashelp.class;
output;
output;

run;

proc export data= work.wont_work
outfile= "c:\wont_work.xls" 
dbms=EXCEL2000 replace;

sheet="Sheet1"; 
run;
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Open the Excel file we just 
created (i.e., c:\wont_work.xls)

and

at row 27
change the age from

12
to

unknown

then resave the file
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Now import the spreadsheet:

proc import data= WORK.TEST1 
datafile= "s:\wont_work.xls" 
dbms=EXCEL2000 replace;

sheet="Sheet1";
mixed=yes;
getnames=yes;

run;
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Unless you or someone
at your office has already

changed the Guessingrows
setting in your system’s

Window Registry

the imported file will
look like the one shown

to the right

where the variable age
is numeric 

and has a missing value
for the 26th record
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and suppose that

you don’t know enough about 
changing registry settings

and/or

you don’t like to work with the Window’s 
registry
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a solution

a relatively small SAS program that can both change 
and restore your Window’s Registry Settings
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after running that code, 

calling the macro, as follows, will capture your Registry’s current setting
%GuessRows(reset);

then, calling the macro, as follows, will set your Registry to the maximum setting
%GuessRows(set=ffffx);

finally, calling the macro w/reset will reset your Registry to its previous setting
%GuessRows(reset);

then, if you rerun the proc import, the age field will import correctly
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if you want to understand the program:
the program uses a number of calls and functions which I wasn’t familiar with

data _null_ / pgm=  - creates a stored compiled DATA Step Program
libname somename (work) - will assign a libname to your work directory
stop - stops the execution of the current section
symexist - returns an indication of the existence of a macro variable
symget - returns the value of a macro variable during DATA step execution
putlog - creates a logical-name in your process-level logical name table
sign - returns the sign of a value
catx - concatenates char strings, removes leading and trailing blanks + inserts separators
filevar - specifies the current output file for PUT statements
call symputx - assigns a value to a macro variable and removes leading and trailing blanks
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made possible because of SAS-L

(http://www.listserv.uga.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=sas-l&D=1&H=0&O=D&T=1)
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Questions?


