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Data is the new oil! s 
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Importance of Visualizing Data 

• Often given very vague concepts in order to facilitate an 

analysis.  Asking the right questions is very important! 

 

• It is our responsibility to be able to build a story, and make 

connections within the data that are not immediately 

apparent 

 

• Being able to communicate ideas visually enables users:  

  Quickly understand complex concepts 

  Easily identify patterns 

  More descriptive and elegant, than describing data    

  verbally or through text. 
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Context 

• With the massive amounts of data available, often 
meaningful connections and patterns are difficult to 
establish 
 

• Proper context to the data must be provided, as it is easy 
to be confused with irrelevant figures 
 

• Example: 
Comparing the cash intake of branches across the 
country.  It does not mean much on its own since there 
are various branch sizes, and area demographics that 
help define what type of business a branch conducts.  In 
this case, further data or information must be related back 
to branch to put the data in context! 
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Example 

  Business problem:  Track very large cash activity 

for Client A.  Visually we can trend the daily activity 

using graphs to spot any outlier or unusual 

behaviour. 

 

  What are some of the ways that this can be done? 

• Bar chart 

• Line graph 

• Pie chart 
} All univariate 

solutions 

Graphing bivariate or multivariate data 

communicates much more information at once! 
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Using the Built-in EG Functionality 

Data the looks like the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first step after importing into EG is to do some data 

transformations, specifically summarizing the data to a 

daily level, and transposing the data so that there is one 

record per transaction date. 
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Rolling up data to daily level 
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Transposing the data 
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Visualizing the data 

  After merging the data on Client_ID, and Transaction_Date we 

have a data set that looks something like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

We can use one of the built in graphing tools quickly and easily to 

build out a graph!  Much faster than writing the code to do so! 
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Bubble Plot 
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Further Customization 
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Further Customization 
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Even More Customization with Annotate! 
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Even More Customization with Annotate! 
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In summary.. 

• SAS Enterprise Guide let’s you quickly and easily build 

out complex graphics! 

 

• Not limited to what the menus provide, you can go into the 

code and customize! 

 

• Don’t blindly create graphs upon graphs, bring in more 

data and create the proper story, and assign context to 

your analysis! 
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Questions? 

 

Contact:  meera.das@rbc.com 


