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Outline: Health Databases

• Where?

• What?

• Examples

• How to access?



Where?

• National organizations, e.g. CIHI, Statistics 
Canada, Health Canada

• Provincial: ministries and designated research 
centers

• Research institutes

• Hospitals

• Others



National Data

• Health Status

• Determinants of Health 

• Health Services

• Health Human Resources

• Financial/Operational Databases

• Special Purpose Data Holdings



Health Status

• Vital Statistics (STC)

• National Population Health Survey (STC)

• Canadian Community Health Survey (STC)

• Communicable Disease Surveillance (HC)



Determinants 

• NPHS, CCHS (STC)

• Census (STC)

• GSS (General Social Survey)  (STC)

• Specialized surveys and collections
� National Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth
� Absence from Work Survey
� Labour Force Survey
� Smoking Surveys (CTUMS)
� etc



Health Services (1)

Service
Person(s)

Location

Time

Provider(s)

Outcome

Cost

Service 
Event



Health Services (2)

• Discharge Abstract Database

• Hospital Morbidity Database

• National Ambulatory Care Reporting System 
(NACRS)

• Hospital Mental Health Database



Health Services (3)

• National Rehabilitation Reporting System

• Continuing Care Reporting System

• National Prescription Drug Utilization Information 
System 

• Therapeutic Abortions Database

• (+ home care, mental health, etc.)



Registries

• Canadian Organ Replacement Register (CORR)

• National Trauma Registry (NTR)

• Canadian Joint Replacement Registry (CJRR)

• Canadian Cancer Registry (at STC)



Financial/Operational  and 
HHR Databases

• National Health Expenditures (NHEX)
� By jurisdiction, source of funds, funding category

• Canadian MIS Database
� Formerly Annual Hospital Survey

• National Physician Database
� FFS payment information

• Scott’s Medical Database (formerly Southam
Medical Database) (SMDB) 

• Registered Nurses Database

• Health Personnel in Canada



Examples
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Graduate Student Data 
Access Program

• Qualifying full/part-time students receive data at 
no charge

• Research must fulfill, in part, degree requirements

• Standard P&C requirements

• End of September, January, May

• Please contact us ahead of time
� gsdap@cihi.ca



How to access:



Thank You! Questions?

Eugene Y. Wen, MD., DrPH.

Manager, Health Indicators,
Research and Indicator Development,
Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI),
90 Eglinton Avenue East, Suit 300,
Toronto, ON M4P 2Y3
Tel: (416) 544-5570
Fax: (416)481-2950
Email: ewen@cihi.ca 


