
Copyr i g ht  © 2012,  SAS Ins t i tu t e Inc .  A l l  r ights  reser ve d .

(POWER)POINTING YOUR WAY TO EXCEL(LENCE) 

A WORD ON SAS & MICROSOFT OFFICE

MATT MALCZEWSKI, SAS CANADA
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SPEED OF 

ANALYTICS

Image Credit: The Unilever Foundry

https://foundry.unilever.com/challenges/-/spchallenge/view/challenge/1302
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RISE OF THE DATA 

SCIENTIST

Image Credit: Stern Strategy Group

http://sternspeakers.com/2015/11/the-rise-of-the-data-scientist-why-companies-need-to-hire-and-retain-analytical-talent/
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THE REALITY MICROSOFT STILL RULES THE ROOST

Image Credit: http://chillybuckydresses.tumblr.com/

http://chillybuckydresses.tumblr.com/
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EXCEL IS 

EVERYWHERE
WHY?

• You can work with the data, and visually represent it

• Highly customizable visualization of data (colour, shading, emphasis)

• Some statistical capabilities which can help illustrate trends or points of 

interest

• Allows for data merges – bringing different data sources together, including 

images

• Pervasive – accessible through laptops, desktops, phones, tablets….
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THE CHALLENGE

• Ability to work within a comfortable framework 

(Microsoft Office) for business professionals who 

are unfamiliar with statistics, data management and 

analytics

• Still provide value to the seasoned analytics

professional

Image Credit: LThomason

https://lthomason.wordpress.com/2011/11/10/weaklings-win-a-devotion/
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SAS OFFICE 

ANALYTICS
FOR THE NOVICE ANALYTICAL PROFESSIONAL

• Extends functionality of the Office suite (Excel, Word, PowerPoint & Outlook) 

• Facilitates access to SAS analytics and reporting functionality with little SAS 

programming experience

• Sends SAS content from one Microsoft Office application to another

• Allows for automatic charts and quick statistics

• Also caters to the SAS Studio and Visual Analytics users
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SAS OFFICE 

ANALYTICS
FOR THE EXPERIENCED ANALYTICAL PROFESSIONAL

• A robust tool for sharing SAS content – custom stored processes and reports 

can be built and are centrally stored (metadata repository)

• Allows for impact analysis on a data source – where original sits and also 

items dependent upon it

• Through Excel, promotes opening/editing/ data sources (including SAS)

• Allows for complex analyses ( 80 + SAS tasks)

• Refreshes source data scheduled or on demand

• Because processing is done on the server, Excel’s record limitation of 65,536 

rows is overruled
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INTRODUCTION TO 

THE DATA

We need something fun. Something culturally relevant. Something EPIC.
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Image courtesy ScienceFiction.com

http://sciencefiction.com/2015/10/22/jar-jar-binks-actor-sorry-not-sorry-characters-negative-reaction/
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WHO SHOT 

FIRST?!?!?!

Image Courtesy: YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mu-TZpGdszA
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INTRODUCTION TO 

THE DATA

We need something fun. Something culturally relevant. Something EPIC.
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TOURING THE 

RIBBON
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APPLY YOUR 

COMPANY STYLE
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METADATA
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MOVING IT IN
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LET’S EXPLORE THE 

DATA
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CORRELATIONS
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BUT I’M MORE OF A 

VISUAL PERSON…

• Graphs, Charts and more…
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BAR CHARTS
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PIE CHART
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REPORTING

• Leveraging the power of metadata and SAS, we can simply update our data 

‘on the fly’ as required

• This allows for simple refreshes of presentations, monthly reports, 

dashboards, etc.

• Scheduling function

With Office Analytics, share across Office platform (email, Powerpoint, Word, 

etc.)
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CUSTOM PROMPTS

• Build prompts/stored processes in Enterprise Guide/SAS Studio/VA and host 

in shared environment on server

• A single stored process could hold many custom prompts, and they could be 

dependent (i.e. sensitive to previous selections)

• Allows for flexible access and total autonomous use of a shared data 

environment (multiple users, minimal upkeep)

• Different filters, same table

• HOWEVER, be mindful of writing over data! 
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IN SUMMARY

• SAS works with Microsoft Office as an easy bridge into complex analytical 

and reporting processes

• Leveraging the power of SAS in a familiar framework is painless and easy
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Matt.malczewski@sas.com

Twitter: Malchew

Linkedin: Matt MalczewskiImage: Reddit

https://www.reddit.com/r/firstworldanarchists/comments/2mkrgo/yeah_star_wars/

